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TE-2Q-2007-01-I Have to Teach Tomorrow . . .
Key Text: Isaiah 55:6
Teach the Class to:
Know: That the Bible is a revelation of God’s search for mankind.


Feel: The Lord’s desire to restore communication between Himself and mankind.


Do: What we can to maintain open communication with God.

Lesson Outline:

I. Lost Communication (Gen. 3:6-10)A. Our direct communication with God has been broken because of sin. List and discuss some of the specific barriers to open communication with God.

B. God is the initiator in restoring open communication with His people. In what ways does He attempt to do this?

C. How can we respond to the Lord’s desire to communicate with us? 


II. God’s Messenger’s (Amos 3:7
  

A. What special role do prophets have in our relationship with God?


B. What were the various duties given to the prophets?

C. How has the revelation of Christ through the prophets given us a better understanding of the Father?III. The God of Today (Heb. 13:8)
A. What are some of the avenues in which the Lord reveals himself and seeks to communicate with us today?

B. Though written long ago, how is the Bible still relevant in our time?

C. Discuss the ways in which we can keep an open communication with our God in this century.

Summary: God uses various means to reveal to us our true

worth and value. One of those avenues is the Bible, which points to our salvation and redemption in Jesus.
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TE-2Q-2007-01-Learning Cycle   

STEP 1–Motivate!
JUST FOR TEACHERS: Step 1 of the natural learning cycle links the learners’ experiences to the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: “Why is this lesson important to me?”

Clear communication is foundational and essential to accomplishing any human endeavor. Organizations simply cannot function if people do not understand one another. Humorous (but costly) miscommunication occasionally happens in cross-cultural advertising. When Coca-Cola was first widely marketed in Japan, it was rendered phonetically in characters that literally meant “bite the wax tadpole.” Pepsi’s slogan, “Come alive with the Pepsi generation” was translated in Taiwan as “Pepsi will bring your ancestors back from the dead.” Only after General Motors introduced the Chevy Nova in Latin America did they notice that “no va” means in Spanish, “it won’t go”—not a good recommendation for a car. Kentucky Fried Chicken’s slogan “finger lickin’ good” initially was mistranslated into Chinese as “eat your fingers off.”

Without clear communication, misunderstanding is bound to occur. So it is no wonder God has worked hard to provide humanity with clear and compelling communication about himself and his plans for humanity. 

STEP 2–Explore!


JUST FOR TEACHERS: This step of the natural learning cycle presents information learners can use to help them better understand the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: What do I need to know from God’s Word?


Bible Commentary

I. God’s Search for Humanity (Isa. 59:1-8)



Isaiah 59:2 says that sin is an effective blockade against clear communication between humanity and God. 

Consider This: What types of sins does Isaiah identify as likely to cause this separation? Societal—sins of violence and injustice toward others—or personal and private sins? Based on the types of sins listed, who do you think Isaiah is talking to?

Consider This: Genesis 3:8-9 shows God searching for Adam and Eve, whose sin had separated them from Himself. Cite other examples in Scripture of God searching for someone (for example, the parables of the lost sheep and the lost coin, the invitations of Matthew 11:28 and Revelation 22:17).


II. God and the Prophets
Consider This: The Seventh-day Adventist Bible Dictionary defines a prophet as “a person supernaturally called and qualified as a spokesman for God.”—Page 903. Evaluate this definition. How does being called differ from being qualified? Can you think of any who were called but were not qualified? (For example, Balaam).



For those times when there is no living prophet, who is God’s spokesperson?

III. God Speaks Today



The lessons highlight texts that describe six ways God communicates with humankind: family, Christian example, the Bible, nature, circumstantial leading, and the guidance of the Holy Spirit. 
Consider This: Which of these means of communication is clearest to you? Why? Which is least clear? Why? Are all equally good at communicating all aspects of God? Explain. Besides those listed above, does God have any other ways of communicating? How do you evaluate the claims of someone who says to have out-of-the-ordinary light from God? 

IV. God Speaks Through the Bible



A popular word applied to Scripture by conservative Biblical scholars is the word “inerrancy.” This means that the Bible is without errors. Many Adventist scholars have shied away from using this word, believing that it implies a verbal style of inspiration (God dictating each word of Scripture) rather than “holy men of God” speaking under the influence of the Holy Spirit. 




One of the important concepts to remember when



talking about Scripture is the extent to which God safeguarded its content. Though, at times, minor questions can arise (often they can be explained, too), we must emphasize that the spiritual message is, in effect, without error. That message is enough to make us “wise unto salvation.”

Consider This: Is it possible there are errors in the Bible? What sort of errors might you find—and what sort of errors would you never find? 

STEP 3–Practice!
JUST FOR TEACHERS: This step of the learning cycle will assist you in helping your class members find the answer to the following questions: “How can I practice the information I just learned?”

Thought Questions



➊ A billion Christians around the world claim to honor the Bible. How do you answer the person who asks, “If the Bible is clear, why are there so many denominations?”



❷ Think about some of the extreme Biblical interpretations you may have heard. Can you identify any mistakes that such misinterpreters commonly make? What factors distinguish good Biblical interpretation from faulty?


Application Questions


❶ Do you tend to read bits and pieces of the Bible? Why is it important to read Bible stories in context, or is going from text to text sufficient? Explain your answer.



❷ How do we make reading the Bible less intimidating to people?






Witnessing tc "
Witnessing " \l 4


Do you know your Bible well enough to give someone even a basic Bible study about why you trust in Christ for salvation?

STEP 4-Apply!
JUST FOR TEACHERS: In this fourth and final step of the natural learning cycle, you will want to encourage class members to make a life response to the lesson. Help them to answer this question: “With God’s help, what can I do with what I have learned from this lesson?”


In his famous Church Dogmatics, theologian Karl Barth explains what happens when the church ceases to interact directly with Scripture: 



“Let the Church go away from Scripture as such.



Let it replace it by its traditions, its own indefinite consciousness of its origins and nature, its own pretended direct faith in Jesus Christ and the Holy Ghost, its own exposition and application of the word of the prophets and apostles. . . . All kinds of ‘life,’ evolutions and revolutions will be possible in the Church. It can include conservative and progressive thinking in their constant action and reaction. . . . And these may give the deceptive appearance that the Church is really alive. But it does not live in the inner movement of these tensions. In them we see rather the process of decay to which the Church is at once subject when it ceases to live by the Word of God, which means by Holy Scripture.”—Karl Barth, p. 75. 




Are we Seventh-day Adventists interested in reading Scripture, as it communicates God to us, or do we only talk about Scripture, as it helps us solve our own theological arguments? When Scripture becomes the reason for our “evolutions and revolutions” and is used primarily to argue “conservative and progressive thinking in their constant action and reaction,” is it still communicating God to humankind?







TE-2Q-2007-02-I have to Teach Tomorrow . . .

Key Text: 2 Timothy 3:16





Teach the Class to:




Know: That the Bible is the inspired Word of God.

Feel: Assured that The Holy Spirit inspired each Bible writer.

Do: Choose to live our lives in accordance with God’s Word.

Lesson Outline:

I. The Inspired Word of God (1 Pet. 1:10)

A. The Spirit of God inspired the messages given in the Scriptures. How can we be sure of this?

B. Bible writers themselves attribute their messages to the Lord. Give some examples.


II. Jesus and the Scriptures (Matt. 4:4)
A. Jesus often made references to what was written in the Scriptures. Give some examples.


B. Describe how Jesus verified His own mission by using the Scriptures.


III. The Unity of the Scriptures (1 Thess. 2:13)
A. How did New Testament writers show confidence in Old Testament Scriptures?

B. New Testament writers believed themselves to be inspired of God. Did The Lord communicate with them in the same way He spoke to the prophets of old?

Summary: God speaks to us through His Word. We can be sure of its divine authority.
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TE-2Q-2007-02-Learning Cycle
STEP 1–Motivate!
Just for Teachers: Step 1 of the natural learning cycle links the learners’ experiences to the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: “Why is this lesson important to me?”

Consider These Situations:
1) You purchase a household item that requires assembly. Unfortunately, the instruction sheet is missing. You try to put it together anyway. The finished result is a mis-assembled mess that does not work as intended.

2) You are driving to an unfamiliar destination. Perhaps you have vague verbal directions, but no map; perhaps you have a map, but do not use it; and you refuse to ask anyone for directions. You get lost and miss your appointment.

3) You are taking a test. Because you do not read the directions at the top of the page, you do not realize you need to answer only one of the three essay questions, and instead try to answer all of them—and do it poorly.

Ask class members to share examples of their own failure to follow directions.

STEP 2–Explore!
Just for Teachers: This step of the natural learning cycle presents information learners can use to help them better understand the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: What do I need to know from God’s Word?


Bible Commentary

I. The Word of the Lord (Gal. 1:11, 12)

There are good reasons Paul felt compelled to detail the direct source of his messages. It would have been easy for someone to say, “Paul is just parroting ideas he heard from Jesus’ followers in Jerusalem.”



In addition, Jewish theologians believed in a long chain in the transmission of Divine messages. A text in the Mishnah, a Jewish Bible commentary, says “Moses received the Law from Sinai and committed it to Joshua, and Joshua to the elders, and the elders to the Prophets, and the Prophets committed it to the men of the Great Synagogue” (‘Abot 1:1).  Paul knew, however, that the longer the chain of transmission, the less likely people are to believe its accuracy. 

So Paul makes it clear that there is no intermediate source of his gospel. In Galatians 1:11 he calls his message, literally (in Greek), “the gospel that was gospeled to me.” This excessive phrase is meant to show that the story of Jesus is not just a message he is passing on, like an office memo. Rather, it something that came in and transformed him, allowing him to speak with godly power.
Consider This: You have heard the gospel; but have you been “gospeled” by the gospel, as Paul was?


II. God Breathed (Gen. 2:7, Ps. 33:6, 2 Tim. 3:16 Because breathing is both necessary and detectable, yet breath is invisible to the eye, the Greek word for breath became the root of some important spiritual words. Spiros is the root for the word spirit (an invisible force) as well as inspire (to fill with spirit or enthusiasm) and expire (to die).



Consider This: Have the class identify the three separate uses of God’s breath (transmission of truth, creation of biological life, and creation of the physical universe). Does God literally blow, or breathe, to do these creative acts, or is this a metaphor? What does John 4:24 mean by its description of God as Spirit?


III. Christ’s View of the Scriptures 


Bible students must remember that when Jesus quoted Scripture, he did not have our modern Bible, but was quoting from the Hebrew Bible, our Old Testament. While this gives credence to the Hebrew Scriptures as authoritative, Christ’s use of it does not alone remove the need for us to understand the Old Testament in light of the New Testament. Much of what the Old Testament addressed was, in fact, brought to completion in Jesus. For example, we need not sacrifice animals any longer, because Christ is our sacrifice. Perhaps the most significant text in this regard is Matthew 5:17 (NIV) “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them.”
Consider This: What is the proper use of the Old



Testament for Christians today? How do you sort out those things that have present authority from those fulfilled in Jesus’ life, death and resurrection?

STEP 3-Practice!



Just for Teachers: This step of the learning cycle will



assist you in helping your class members find the answer to the following questions: “How can I practice the information I just learned?”



Exercise:



You can use this exercise to begin your class. You will need to copy the following for each class member. They also will need a blank sheet of paper. Give these verbal instructions: “We’re going to do an exercise today. Please read and follow the instructions I’m handing you. Some of these things may seem silly, but remember: it is intended to test your ability to follow directions.”



Directions:

1. Read all directions before beginning.

1. On the sheet of paper you’ve been handed, number your paper 1-7.

2. On the first line, write your name.

3. On the second line, write the name of the person sitting next to you.



4. On the sixth line, draw three stars.

5. In the center of the paper, below number seven, draw a box.

6. Write the number of siblings you have to the right of the box.

7. Divide the box into four equal parts.

8. Draw a flower in the bottom left hand corner of the box.



10.  Turn your paper upside down.

11.  Write out today’s date using all capital letters.

12.  Turn your paper right side up again. 

13.  On line three, draw a small picture of your




favorite food.



14.  Draw a circle around it.

15.  Write the name of your first pet on line four.

16.  Draw a star in each corner of your paper.

17.  Underline two of the stars. 

18.  Turn your paper over.

19.  Fold it in half lengthwise.

20.  Fold it in half the other way.

21.  Write your middle name on the outside.

22.  Ignore directions two through twenty-one and enjoy




watching everyone else do this activity wrong—because they didn’t follow instruction #1!



Had you read all the directions at the beginning, as told to, you would have saved yourself a lot of time!


Witnessing



Discuss when following God’s directions can be an effective witness. Is there ever a time when following His directions can be a bad witness (for example, when following His instructions becomes legalistic)? Explain your answer.

STEP 4-Apply!


Just for Teachers: In this fourth and final step of the natural learning cycle, you will want to encourage class members to make a life response to the lesson. Help them to answer this question: “With God’s help, what can I do with what I have learned from this lesson?”
“No greater moral change ever passed over a nation than passed over England during the years which parted the middle of the reign of Elizabeth from the Long Parliament. England became a people of the book, and that book was the Bible. It was read at churches and read at home, and everywhere its words, as they fell on ears which custom has not deadened, kindled a startling enthusiasm. As a mere literary monument, the English version of the Bible remains the noblest example of the English tongue. But far greater was the effect of the Bible on the character of the people. Elizabeth might silence or tune the pulpits, but it was impossible for her to silence or tune the great preachers of justice and mercy and truth who spoke from the Book. The whole temper of the nation felt the change. A new conception of life and of man superseded the old. A new moral and religious impulse spread through every class.”—John Richard Green, A Short History of the English People (1874), ch. VIII, sect. 1.



Consider This: 

1) Green speaks of the powerful effect that reading the Bible had on the English people in the Elizabethan age. Is the Bible continuing to change your life? 

2) More important, are you giving the Bible a chance to change your life? Many people have lovely, leather-bound Bibles that are worthless to them, because they do not read them!

3) With all the talk about biblical Christianity that goes on in some nations today, why do so many of the arguments in the public forum seem petty? 
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TE-2Q-2007–03-I Have to Teach Tomorrow . . .
Key Text: 1 Peter 1:12







Teach the Class to:
Know: That prophets are called by God to prophesy of things that others do not know and understand.

Feel: That our faith is strengthened by the fulfillment of prophesy.

Do: Seek to understand the prophecies concerning the second coming of Jesus.

Lesson Outline:

I. Trusting in the Prophesies (John 13:19)
A. Prophecies were given to strengthen our faith. Name some of the prophecies that are found in the Bible. Discuss how they strengthen faith.

B. Jesus warned that false prophets would arise. How can a false prophet be identified?


II. The Fulfillment of Prophecy (Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:21)
A. Explain how the prophecies of the Bible have been fulfilled with such accuracy.

B. Name the specific details of the Messianic Prophecies found in Isaiah that point directly to Jesus. (See Isaiah 7:14; 9:6, 7.)


III. Future Events (Matt. 24:3)
A. Why was it so important for Jesus to give his disciples signs of His second coming?

B. Discuss our place in the prophetic sequence of events to take place before the second coming. 

Summary: The fulfillment of prophecy is the surest evidence of its authenticity. 





TE-2Q-2007-03-Learning Cycle
STEP 1–Motivate!
Just for Teachers: Step 1 of the natural learning cycle links the learners’ experiences to the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: “Why is this lesson important to me?”

trust n. 1. “Firm reliance on the integrity, ability, or character of a person or thing”

The weather forecasters are unanimous: It is going to be a gorgeous day. That is why you do not have any second thoughts as you prepare for a day outside. So how surprised you are when you look up from your comfy spot only to see storm clouds gathering. 

Most human predictions of the future, even those based on the best scientific information, are not very accurate. There is only One who knows the future well enough to tell us what will really happen.  The prophecies that come from God are recorded in the Bible—and we can them. 

STEP 2–Explore!
Just for Teachers: This step of the natural learning cycle presents information learners can use to help them better understand the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: What do I need to know from God’s Word?


Bible Commentary

I. Early Prophecies (Gen. 3:15) 


Of all the early prophecies, this is perhaps the most 
difficult. Here are some points to consider in interpretation:




• On the surface, this text has been understood to describe the origin of the natural fear that human beings have for snakes. 




• God’s curse on the serpent—that he would henceforth transport himself in the dust—is the ultimate degradation of the serpent. To say specifically that he would eat dust might reflect that it was in the area of appetite that the serpent deceived the woman.  In other words, one bad “eating” is punished with another.  




• Given the snake’s posture, and the woman’s, the head of one and the heel of the other are the natural points of contact. While the snake can injure the woman by biting her heel, a heel on the snake’s head is fatal. 







• A second-level interpretation is to see this as a messianic prophecy: the seed of the woman is Jesus the Messiah, and the serpent is Satan, with conflict anticipated between them.




So this text may prefigure Satan’s role in Jesus’ torture and death (the biting of the heel), and Jesus’ ultimate victory (crushing the serpent’s head).


II. The Prophecy of Daniel 2 


Consider This: A discussion of the feet and toes of mixed iron and clay as a picture of modern Europe might lead to a lively discussion among modern Adventist readers: in light of advances in creating a united European Union (already achieved in the area of currency), how do we understand the prophecy’s implication that Europe always will remain divided?


III. The Messiah in Prophecy






(Review passages in Isaiah 52:13–53:12 that speak of servant-hood.) 



The word to highlight in explaining this passage to your class is “servant.” 




Most Jewish interpreters of the messianic prophecies anticipated a messiah who would be a strong political and military leader. Straightforward economic and military power had so often overcome Israel in its conflicts with other nations that they naturally hoped God might give them that same kind of power and leadership to overmatch their opponents. When Isaiah gave this startling prophecy, few had the capacity to understand the idea of power as service and leader as a servant. This paradox was not understood until it was modeled in the life of Jesus. Even then, however, some were more excited by what his power could add to military conflict with the Romans.



Consider This: Many misunderstood the prophecies about the role of Jesus at his first advent, and therefore, actually wanted his church to be something quite different than He meant it to be. What about Jesus and his role in the world today might we misunderstand? For example, might we, too, want Jesus’ church to have certain types of worldly power and recognition, when he desires servanthood? 

STEP 3-Practice!
Just for Teachers: This step of the learning cycle will assist you in helping your class members find the answer to the following questions: “How can I practice the information I just learned?”


Thought Question:



In light of Jesus’ insistence in Matthew 24 that there is no way to know the precise time of Jesus’ coming, and that it will be as surprising as a thief’s break-in, what is the best way to talk about these end-time prophecies? What can you accurately say about Jesus’ coming (for example, it could be soon, but will be unexpected) and what should you never say (“Jesus will come in July of 2014”)?


Application Questions:


❶ Make a list (on a blackboard or easel if possible) of ten news stories that have grabbed class members’ attention this week.



❷ With Matthew 24 open before them, have the class try to coordinate verses in the chapter with each news story. 



❸ Be creative and interpretive. For example, false Christs and false prophets may bring to mind the almost fanatical attention paid to entertainment and sports figures. Refugees in troubled regions of the world may remind us of Jesus’ words about fleeing to the mountains in the end times. 



❹ How useful are these ten news stories in figuring out the precise time of Jesus’ return? On the other hand, how might they be useful in reminding us of God’s trustworthiness?


Witnessing



You know someone who is constantly setting dates for Christ’s return. You also know someone who believes He is returning soon, but meanwhile spends a great of time helping others in various ways. What type of witness is each person giving to those around them?
STEP 4-Apply!


Just for Teachers: In this fourth and final step of the natural learning cycle, you will want to encourage class members to make a life response to the lesson. Help them to answer this question: “With God’s help, what can I do with what I have learned from this lesson?”

This story may be fictional, but it makes a good point:

          A seminary student took a break from his studies to play basketball in the gymnasium of a local school. The janitor, an elderly man with white hair, would wait patiently until the seminarians had finished playing. While he waited, he’d read the Bible. 

One day a seminarian went up to the janitor and asked, “What are you reading?” “The book of Revelation,” the man replied. The seminarian, acquainted with all the difficulties of understanding the book, was surprised. “The book of Revelation!” he said. “Do you understand it? “Yes, I understand it,” the old man assured him. “Really?” the seminarian said. “So tell me: what does it mean?”

“Pretty simple,” the old janitor said. “It means that Jesus is gonna win.”



The seminarian realized that the old janitor knew Revelation better than he did!

Consider This: If you watch the news on television, or read a newspaper, practice this exercise: at the end of each news story, say to yourself, “God anticipated all of this. And no matter how bad it looks, in the end, He’s going to be victorious!”
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TE-2Q-2007-04-I Have to Teach Tomorrow . . .
Key Text: 1 Peter 1:25
Teach the Class to:


Know: That the Bible is the inspired Word of God and that it will stand forever.




Feel: The need for a personal appreciation of the Scriptures.



Do: Live by the principles in God’s Word and share its truths with others.

Lesson Outline:

I. The Bible Stands the Test of Time (Isa. 40:8)
A. There have been many failed attempts to destroy or suppress the Bible. Why is this so?

B. In what ways do the old and new testaments validate one another?


II. The Bible and the Resurrection (1 Cor. 15:3-6)
A. Discuss the unity of the Bible in the different accounts of Christ’s resurrection.

B. The disciples risked their lives to protect and defend the resurrection of Jesus. Is this enough to prove that their testimonies were true?


III. Personal Application of the Bible (Ps. 119:105)
A. What one thing concerning the preservation of the Bible is the strongest evidence of its truths?

B. How does our believing in the accuracy of the Bible influence our decision to follow its guidelines?

C. How can we help others accept the Bible as the true Word of God?

Summary: We have good reason to believe that the Bible is

the inspired Word of God, and has been preserved with accuracy through Divine intervention. 
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TE-2Q-2007-04-Learning Cycle

STEP 1—Motivate!


Just for Teachers: Step 1 of the natural Learning Cycle links the learners’ experiences to the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: “Why is this lesson important to me?”

As Christians, we base our faith on the Bible. To us, the Bible is a source of comfort; it is the guide to belief and the practice of our faith. The Bible as is God’s word, “is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness” (2 Tim. 3:16). Everyone understands that, right? As it happens, the answer is often no. Many live in a pluralistic society where people may have any or no faith, and may support their beliefs in a number of ways. Many people in these societies want to know why they should accept the Bible’s authority to the exclusion of, say, the Koran, the Vedas, or even the Lord of the Rings! As Christians, we need to know why we should look to the Bible as our primary authority, and why others should also. Ask class members to discuss the importance of the 
Bible in their own lives. How would they convince others of its importance?

STEP 2—Explore!

Just for Teachers: This step of the natural learning cycle presents information learners can use to help them better understand the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: “What do I need to know from God’s Word?”


Bible Commentary

I. What does the Bible Claim About Itself?

(Review Matt. 5:17, 18 with your class.)


Matthew 5:17, 18 clearly indicates that belief in Jesus as savior and Lord requires the believer to have the same high regard for the scriptures that Jesus himself did.

Consider This: What did Jesus mean when he said that “not one letter” shall pass from the law until heaven and earth pass away? In light of these words, how would you answer the point that there are many instructions, particularly in such books as Leviticus, that no Christians observe literally?

Consider This: What else can we learn from the following passages about the importance of scripture to the Christian? (Matt. 24:35; John 10:34, 35; 1 Pet. 1:25).


II. Jesus as Fulfillment of the Scriptures
Consider This: The following commentary explores the meaning of this word in the context of Jesus’ life and ministry. What meaning does this have in our own lives? How might one’s Christian life fulfill the scriptures?

“The word fulfill has been understood in at least three ways: (1) Jesus accomplished or obeyed the requirements of the Old Testament through his obedient life, (2) he brought out the full meaning of the scriptures through his teachings, and (3) he fulfilled the predictive elements of the Old Testament, as such elements were included in both prophecy and the sacrificial service.”—George Knight, Matthew, The Gospel of the Kingdom (Boise, Idaho: Pacific Press, 1994, p. 91).


III. The Old Testament in the New Testament


(Review Mark 15:28 with your class.)


Christians often note that the Old Testament testifies to the validity of Jesus’ mission and message. Yet Jesus also testifies to the validity of the Old Testament. This contradicts the belief that Jesus’ mission and message is separate from the message of the Old Testament.




Consider This: Have class members look up the following



messianic passages in the Old Testament to learn how Jesus fulfills them. (Hos. 11:1, Isa. 37:31, Ps. 69:4, Zech. 11:12).


IV. Reason to Believe




Consider This: What do experts mean when they say an



historical document such as the New Testament is reliable? Why is the historical accuracy of the New Testament particularly important to Christians?



Consider This: How does the New Testament compare with other trusted historical documents in these measures of reliability?




Summarize the difference between external and



internal evidence for the New Testament’s reliability, and its significance.



Christianity is an historically based faith. Its founding narrative did not take place in some never-never land, but is firmly grounded in real places, real time, and real events. As Paul said to the Corinthians, “And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins” (1 Cor. 15:17). For 
that reason, God has given us a document—the New Testament—that can withstand any test given by any examiners. We have excellent reason to believe that “Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep” (1 Cor. 15:20).
STEP 3—Practice!



Just for Teachers: This step of the learning cycle will



assist you in helping your class members find the answer to the following question: “How can I practice the information I just learned?”


Thought Question:

Most Christians believe that the Bible is in some sense the word of God. Does this mean that the Bible is true and infallible down to the letter, that it is verbally inspired? Or can it be said that the Bible is not the word of God as such, but contains the word of God? (prophecies, direct statements from God himself, etc.) What is wrong with either or both views? What alternative is there?


Application Questions:


❶ To spread God’s message, we must be prepared to engage people whose ideas and/or lifestyles are not in harmony with it. How can we interact with people who differ from us on important points while not compromising our own faith?



❷ Inevitably, there will be things we discover in our own Bible study that we will find mystifying or alienating. How should we resolve such issues?



Consider This: Do you have a regular habit of personal 



Bible study? If not, what is keeping you from having one? Think about what would make such study seem more feasible or attractive to you.


Witnessing




As we see God’s character revealed in the Bible, how can we bring others to see the truth about God and His world that we find there?

STEP 4—Apply!

Just for Teachers: In this fourth and final step of the



natural learning cycle, you will want to encourage class members to make a life response to the lesson. Help them to answer this question, “With God’s help, what can I do with what I have learned form this lesson?”

“Accepting the Bible as the Word of God means first recognizing that the biblical writers do not expound their own views (2 Pet. 1:19-21). It also means acknowledging that the content of the biblical message conveys God’s will, since it originates in the inspiration of the Holy Spirit (2 Tim. 3:16) and for that reason is relevant, compelling, and authoritative, independent of human acceptance. It also means following in the footsteps of men and women who trusted scripture as the Word of God . . . .”—Handbook of Seventh-day Adventist Theology (Hagerstown, Md.: Review and Herald, 2000), p. 679.




Consider This: Ask class members to share ways in which 
they apply the authority and reliability of scripture in their own lives. Offer the following suggestions to challenge them to make the scriptures a daily presence in their conduct of life and decision-making.



1) As Christians, we believe that God has a plan for 
our lives, and that this is revealed in the Scriptures. What is God’s plan for your life? Can you draw up a personal mission statement based upon what you read in the Bible?



2)How has the Bible guided you in the choices you
have made in your life? List these, and the benefits you have gained from following its advice.



3) With the Bible as our authority, we have a means
of evaluating other claims of truth or spiritual authority. What criteria does the Bible give you to discern truth from error? Isaiah 8:20 is a good place to begin. How does this apply to the many claims facing us daily?
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TE-2Q -2007-05-I Have to Teach Tomorrow . . .
Key Text: Matthew 5:18
Teach the Class to:
Know: That Bible truths have been uncovered by many archeological findings.




Feel: That God has given assurance that His Word is true by the preservation of historical records and artifices.



Do: Seek to understand how to apply the principles of the Bible to daily life.

Lesson Outline:

I. The Unhidden Truth (Luke 19:40)
A. Bible scholars in the early nineteenth century tried to prove that the Bible was untrustworthy. Why did their attempts fail? 

B. Discuss how some archeological discoveries have proven the authenticity of the Old Testament.

C. Why is it important that we do not rely wholly on scientific evidence to determine our faith in the Bible?


II. Evidence of Biblical Empires (Dan. 2:21)
A. Show the parallel between historical and biblical accounts of ancient empires.



B. How do historical records such as the Moabite Stone and the Clay Tablets of Ebla validate Bible truth?


III. More to Come (Matt. 24:35)
A. Archeologists expect future findings to further validate the Bible.

B. What role does personal experience play in one’s faith in the Bible?

Summary: The Lord has given evidence that His Word is true through the many findings of archeologists. 





TE-2Q-2007-05-Learning Cycle
STEP 1—Motivate!
Just for Teachers: Step 1 of the natural Learning Cycle links the learners’ experiences to the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: “Why is this lesson important to me?”

Since the nineteenth century, the Bible has been under attack for its alleged lack of historical authenticity. There are scholars who claim that most of the events in the Bible never occurred, or occurred differently from the Bible’s account. Their material is quite influential with people who are only a little informed, because it often is delivered with an air of authority by specialists who should know what they are talking about. Fortunately, most attempts to gain information about the world of the Bible and biblical events usually support the biblical account.

Believers, especially those who encounter friends, family, and coworkers who believe the Bible is inaccurate, owe it to themselves to become familiar with the relevant archaeology.

STEP 2—Explore!

Just for Teachers: This step of the natural learning cycle presents information learners can use to help them better understand the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: “What do I need to know from God’s Word?”


Bible Commentary

I. Faith and Evidence



Review John 20:24-31 with your class.


Faith is often preceded by the adjective “blind.” This refers to faith in the absence of supporting evidence. Yet this passage clearly shows Jesus was not opposed to giving evidence for his mission. And it was not just Thomas who demanded proof and received it. Consider John the Baptist in Luke 7:20-23. Obviously, Jesus is happy to provide evidence in order to ease our doubts.

Consider This: While Jesus provides Thomas with the evidence he seeks, He goes on to say “Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe” (John 20:29). Is Jesus saying that belief without evidence is superior to belief as a response to evidence? Is there ever a point at which all reason for doubt can be removed?

Consider This: Discuss the significance of evidence in light of Hebrews 11:1 and 1 Peter 3:15.


II. Archaeology and Prophecy


(Review Isa. 44:28, 45:1-7 with your class.)

Consider This: Fulfilled prophecy always has been a powerful witness for the Christian faith, and of the messiahship of Jesus in particular. How has archaeology helped to confirm the accuracy of prophecies that already have occurred? 

“Cyrus is mentioned some 23 times in the literature of the Old Testament. . . .

 “What many people do not realize in reading Isaiah 44:28 is that this heathen ruler was named by the prophet long before the monarch was even born. Isaiah prophesied in the reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, and Hezekiah (1:1). His ministry thus occurred in the latter portion of the eight century B.C. (ca. 740-701 B.C.). This was some one hundred fifty years before Cyrus came to the throne!

“Excavations at Babylon (A.D. 1879-1882) led to the discovery of a clay barrel, known as the Cyrus Cylinder, which contained a marvelous historical confirmation of the biblical narrative. It portrays the benevolent policies of Cyrus in the following fashion: ‘All of their peoples I gathered together and restored to their dwelling-places. . . . ’”—Wayne Jackson, “Cyrus the Great in Biblical Prophecy,” Christian Courier Web site [Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.].


III. The Bible as a Reliable Guide to Ancient History



(Review Gen. 15:20 with your class.)


The Bible not only is supported by archaeology and contemporary scholarship, it also has proven to be a reliable guide for studying the ancient world. Much of what has been taken to be evidence of its historical unreliability has been shown, with time, to be precisely the opposite, as was the case with the “imaginary” people known as Hittites.

Consider This: Our willingness to trust a person, an institution, or a document is based on his/her/its record of authenticity when tested. What can we say about the Bible’s performance in this regard?


IV. The Bible in Historical Context
Consider This: The events in the Bible occurred in a time and place quite different from our own. Therefore, some of its content is not easy to understand. How has archaeology brought the world of the Bible closer to us? How important is it to understand the cultural/historical world of the Bible? 



“As the fitly-spoken word of man must have suitable conditions of time, place, and circumstance, so it is with the word of God addressed to man. The apples of gold are placed in a dish of wrought silver. This also is of noble metal, and to make it , many threads are bent and blended together into a design , and the design is repeated to form a vessel of usefulness and beauty, but is inferior to the fruit of gold, and its purpose that of service. SO the word of revelation shines in a setting of human disposition, domestic incident, social customs, and amid special surroundings. . . .”—G. M. Mackie, Bible Manners and Customs (New York: Fleming H. Revell, n.d.), p. 5.

STEP 3—Practice!

Just for Teachers: This step of the learning cycle will assist you in helping your class members find the answer to the following question: “How can I practice the information I just learned?”


Thought Question: The Bible itself seems to make few efforts to prove its points in a philosophical, scientific, or historical sense. Why might we find it necessary to do so? Consider this in the light of Corinthians 1:22-26.


Application Question:


❶
Most of us accept God’s goodness, in spite of the fact that we encounter in biblical passages incidents that are repugnant to us. Our experience and study leads us to the conclusion that God is trustworthy, and therefore an explanation must exist that will resolve the question. How would you respond to a skeptic who accuses you of circular reasoning in this regard: that because God is good, what he does must somehow be good?


Witnessing



It is inspiring to see archaeology confirming biblical truths to a skeptical 21st century world. How can we bring these facts to the attention of friends, family and strangers who may not be aware of them?



Consider This: To supplement your Bible study with information about archaeological finds, search the web, or subscribe to a periodical such as Biblical Archaeology Review. Be prepared to share the information you find with others. You might be surprised at who actually welcomes this material.

STEP 4—Apply!
Just for Teachers: In this fourth and final step of the natural learning cycle, you will want to encourage class members to make a life response to the lesson. Help them to answer this question, “With God’s help, what can I do with what I have learned form this lesson?”

1)


 Think of a biblical figure with whom you identify. Look into the circumstances of daily life and world history at the time this figure was living. Find such information at your local Christian bookstore or library. Also search the web. With the information you find, imagine what a day in this person’s life might have been like.

2) When you study the Bible, see what insights archaeology brings to the topic. As always, the web is an excellent resource. Try the Christian Answers site: [Error! Hyperlink reference not valid.]

3) Even the secular world is interested in the historical/archaeological background of the Bible. Look for major news magazines that have cover stories on these topics. They often take a skeptical viewpoint, so be prepared to analyze them and to discuss them with unchurched friends and relatives.



4) If you are puzzled by material in the Bible, pray to God for answers. Document the process in a prayer journal. You probably will not get an answer in a supernatural way; but be prepared for a discussion or item that “just happens” to come your way to clear it up.
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TE-2Q-2007-06-I Have to Teach Tomorrow . . .
Key Text: John 17:17
Teach the Class to:
Know: That the study of science, at times, can validate some biblical claims.

Feel: That the Word of God can stand the test of scientific study.

Do: Live according to biblical standards.

Lesson Outline:

I. Science Supports the Bible (Prov. 1:7)
A. The Bible and science agree that the stars are billions of miles away from the earth and cannot be numbered. What else do the Bible and science agree upon?




B. How is scientific evidence of the function of organs and systems of the body a challenge to the evolutionary model?



II. The Body System and Bible Principles (Ps. 100:3)
A. What do scientists understand about the link between the mind and the body?






III. Evidence in the Rocks (Ps. 24:1)
A. How are global deposits in the layers of the rocks consistent with the Genesis account of the flood?

Summary: The study of science has given evidence that the Bible is true. Many scientific findings are consistent with Bible teachings. 





TE-2Q-2007-06-Learning Cycle 

STEP 1—Motivate!
Just for Teachers: Step 1 of the natural Learning Cycle links the learners’ experiences to the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: “Why is this lesson important to me?”

Representatives of science and religion often seem to be at odds over fundamental issues: the origin of the universe; our planet, and life on it; the nature of the human animal; the problem of evil; and the ultimate destiny of the universe and the human race.



The disagreement and misunderstanding continue on


the human level as well. Scientists view

religionists—and Christians in particular—as unthinking sheep, and their leaders as slick-talkers with something to hide. Religionists view the scientifically-minded as cold-hearted, arrogant know-it-alls who are subtly or not-so-subtly trying to destroy or steal their faith. 



Here is the worst part: both sides are right at

least some of the time. Religious leaders and institutions do have a history of attempting to sweep scientific findings under the rug when they conflict with their interpretation of their scriptures. And scientific materialists have a gift for extolling the miraculous qualities of the rational human brain while displaying the most blatant contempt for the beliefs of actual owners of human brains.


Many of you have probably been tempted to believe

that science is indeed separate from, or hostile to, the Christian faith. However, there is much in science that actually supports many of our core beliefs: an intelligent creator, a benevolent universe, and the uniqueness of the human person. Many atheists and agnostics have been led to faith by studying science and nature. Maybe it is time for a second opinion . . .

STEP 2—Explore!
Just for Teachers: This step of the natural learning cycle presents information learners can use to help them better understand the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: “What do I need to know from God’s Word?”

Bible Commentary

I. The Beginning of Knowledge

(Review Prov. 1:7 with your class.)


Most scientific inquiry is based upon assumptions about the nature of knowledge that the Bible does not share. The idea is that knowledge results from the individual human brain attempting to come to grips with all the random stuff out here, without reference to any law above itself.




The Bible, however, regards knowledge as stemming



from acknowledging God, and as having moral, spiritual, and intellectual dimensions. 

Consider This: The eleventh-century scholar, Anselm of Canterbury, wrote: “Nor do I seek to understand that I may believe, but I believe that I may understand. For this too I believe, that unless I first believe, I shall not understand.”  How does belief help us to understand? Can it be said that even the most seemingly skeptical person starts from a point of belief in something?

Consider This: What else do the following Bible texts suggest about the nature of true or false wisdom? Genesis 3:6; Job 38:37; Psalm 37:30; 1 Corinthians 1:21; 2:6.

II. Creation or Coincidence?

(Review Isa. 45:18, John 1:1 with your class.)
Consider This: The Bible takes it as a matter of course that the earth was created by God. Why do the authors of the Bible regard this as self-evident, whereas science does not?



“Creation is the landscape of the Bible. It sees God as ‘the maker of heaven and earth,’ the Creator of all things. There is activity,’creation’ where things happen. The energy of God’s will, not just the energy of the sun, sustains the biosphere where grass grows and animals feed, and man depends on them for his own food.”—James M. Houston, I Believe in the Creator


(Grand Rapids, Mich: Eerdmans, 1980), p. 15.

Consider This: In spite of occasional scientific or philosophical arguments for the randomness of the visible cosmos, most people continue to behave as if the universe and their lives in it have purpose. How does the Bible support this intuitive sense? See Jer. 1:5. How do you see God’s plan or purpose manifested in your experience?


III. Evidence of Design

(Review Rom. 1:20, 21 with your class.)
“Being a scientist, trained in the habits of thought and language of the twentieth century rather than the eighteenth, I do not claim that the architecture of the universe proves the existence of God. I claim only that the architecture of the universe is consistent with the hypothesis that mind plays an essential role in its functioning.”—Freeman Dyson, Disturbing the Universe



(New York: Harper Colophon, 1979), p. 251.




Consider This: Knowledge of the design inherent in the



universe often does not lead to the belief in the God of the Bible, or indeed of any God at all. What is necessary for this knowledge to become saving faith?

STEP 3—Practice!



Just for Teachers: This step of the learning cycle will



assist you in helping your class members find the answer to the following question: “How can I practice the information I just learned?”


Thought Question:

Some believe that scientific inquiry should be informed by the Word of God, and that when where our observations conflict with the Bible, we should discarded them. Is this compatible with the idea of science as an unbiased search for truth? Is there such a thing as an unbiased search for truth? What kind of assumptions might many supposedly objective scientists bring to their research?


Application Questions:


❶
Seventh-day Adventists view the Sabbath as a



memorial to creation, and partially attribute the pervasiveness of evolutionary theory to the disregard of the seventh-day Sabbath. Do you think this is true? Would increased awareness of the biblical seventh-day Sabbath lead to increased awareness/acceptance of biblical creation? Explain your answers.



❷ Many Creationists attribute the immorality,



amorality, and despair of modern life to the acceptance of evolutionary teachings that reduce humankind to the level of animals. Is this true? Explain your answer. Conversely, how does awareness of God’s role as creator affect your conduct of life, your self-concept, and your treatment of creation and fellow humans?


Witnessing



Belief in biblical Creation has become a hot-button issue. Those of us who believe in it find ourselves associated with a raft of political/social views that we may or may not adhere to, and which automatically invalidate our witness to many otherwise thoughtful people. What can we do to help others hear our beliefs on their own merits?

Consider This: Many of us who interact with secular people find it hard to explain our belief in creationism. Scientists, however, are finding the idea of Intelligent design ever more credible, with even many avowed atheists admitting the religious implications of their discoveries. As a confidence-building exercise, try to familiarize yourself with such writers as Michael Behe (author of Darwin’s Black Box).

STEP 4—Apply!



Just for Teachers: In this fourth and final step of the



natural learning cycle, you will want to encourage class members to make a life response to the lesson. Help them to answer this question, “With God’s help, what can I do with what I have learned form this lesson?”



“God is the foundation of everything. All true science is in harmony with his works; all true education leads to obedience to his government. Science opens new wonders to our view; she soars high and explores new depths; but she brings nothing from her research that conflicts with divine revelation. Ignorance may seek to support false views of God by appeals to science; but the book of nature and the written Word do not disagree; each sheds light on the other. Rightly understood, they make us acquainted with God and his character by teaching us something of the wise and beneficient laws through which he works.”—Ellen White, The SDA Bible Commentary, vol. 7, p. 916.




Consider This: Not everyone needs or desires a deep



acquaintance with the latest discoveries in sub-atomic physics to appreciate God presence in nature and in the harmony of the universe. Offer the following practical suggestions to help your students deepen their acquaintance with God’s natural creation:

1) What are the major plants and animals found in your area? What are the major environmental threats or issues in your country? After all, you live there.

2) God intended us, His creatures, to be sustained by the complex web of interrelationships we call nature. In other words, food does not originate in the supermarket. Get a guide to wild edible plants. Forage for, say, greens for a salad. Exercise caution, but prepare to be surprised by how many things God created that are not poisonous.

3) If you watch television, devote some of that time to watching nature/science programs or videos. There are many excellent Creation-oriented videos available at your local Adventist Book Center or Christian bookstore. Programs on mainstream channels may be a problematic, but also are excellent opportunities to clarify your own beliefs.

4) The Bible’s authors saw God’s reflection in the order and harmony of the heavens. You can too. Find a place where you can see the sun rise, and note the regularity of its movement through the skies as the seasons change. How else can you see God’s reflection in nature?





TE-2Q-2007-07-I Have to Teach Tomorrow . . .
Key Text: 2 Timothy 3:16
Teach the Class to:


Know: God’s Word is truth.

Feel: The need to apply Bible principles to everyday living.

Do: Live a life of example based on Bible guidelines.

Lesson Outline:

I. The Word of God Brings About Change (Ps. 19:7)
A. How does Bible study produce change?

B. Discuss how the Bible reveals the transforming power of God.


II. Obedience to God’s Word (Heb. 4:12)
A. We must study the Bible with an open heart and a teachable spirit.

B. We should study the Word of God with the willingness to obey.


III.
The Word of Truth (Ps. 119:105)
A. The Bible will guide into all truth.

B. The Bible gives principles for daily living.
Summary: The Bible serves as a guide for instructing the church as a whole. It also gives principles for Christian living day by day. 





TE-2Q-2007-07-Learning Cycle

STEP 1-Motivate!
Just for Teachers: Step 1 of the natural learning cycle links the learners’ experiences to the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: “Why is this lesson important to me?”


Sin placed a barrier between God and humanity. 

Satan tries to outsmart God’s communication with us by providing us with misinformation. Invite class members to discuss how God overcame Satan’s roadblocks. How does He communicate His love and salvation to us? How does He communicate His plan for your life to you? What has He asked you to do as His disciple? 

STEP 2-Explore!


Just for Teachers: This step of the natural learning

cycle presents information learners can use to help them better understand the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: “What do I need to know from God’s Word?


Bible Commentary



Consider These Stories:
1) Rahab was a harlot living in a home on the walls of Jericho (Josh. 2:1-21). She and her people had heard about Israel’s conquest of the promised land. Rahab voiced the feelings of the people of Canaan as Israel advanced under God’s direction, “I know that the Lord has given you the land, that the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land are fainthearted because of you” (Josh. 2:9, NIV). 




As a class discuss why the people of Canaan were

defeated. Together read Hebrews 11:3, James 2:25. How did Rahab find faith in Israel’s God? 

2) Ruth was a Moabitess maiden, who became the wife of an Israelite refugee and part of Christ’s family heritage (see Ruth 1:1-16, 4:17). Her journey of faith through caring for her mother-in-law is a testimony of honoring a parent, although not her own except through marriage.




As a class discuss why this unlikely candidate

became part of Jesus’ genealogy (Matt. 1:6). Why God not find a godly woman in Israel to fill this role? (Read Ruth 1:16 together.) What was it about Ruth’s life and faith prepared her for this responsibility?

3) The Pharisees were a conservative religious party of Judaism during the time of Christ. They were Israel’s religious leaders. Their position could have allowed them to bear a positive role in proclaiming the Messiah. Instead the testimony in Scripture spoken by Jesus is “But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you shut up the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither go in yourselves, nor do you allow those who are entering to go in” (Matt. 23:13, NIV). 




Compare and Contrast the Response in These Stories: 



Why are such starkly different stories recorded in

Scripture? How do the stories of Rahab, Ruth and the Pharisees reflect the options we have in the choices we can make for or against God? 

As they advanced, Israel discovered that the mighty workings of God had gone before them, and that some among the heathen were learning that He alone was the true God. In wicked Jericho the testimony of a heathen woman was, “The Lord your God, He is God in heaven above, and in earth beneath” (Josh. 2:11). The knowledge of Jehovah that had thus come to her, proved her salvation.”—Ellen G. White, Prophets and Kings, p. 369.

Read Matthew 5:20; 12:38; 22:15; Luke 7:30 together as a class. What do these passages tell you about the Pharisees choices in comparison with God’s purpose for them? How can our own life stories become testimonies of faith like those of Rahab and Ruth? What life decisions and practices can prevent us from becoming stumbling blocks to others like the Pharisees were? 
List and discuss other stories in the Bible that have impacted the lives of your class members in terms of choosing to have faith in God.
STEP 3-Practice!
Just for Teachers: This step of the learning cycle will



assist you in helping your class members find the



answer to the following question: “How can I practice



the information I just learned?”


Thought Questions:


❶ If your teacher in grade school gave you an English



assignment to write a paragraph using the words



living and active, what would you use as the



subject of those two adjectives?

❷ Hebrews 5:12 uses the words “living” and  “active” to describe the Word of God. (Review Ps. 33:6, 9; 51:10; John 1:4, 12; 5:26; 1 Pet. 1:23). In what ways has the Bible been a motivating force in your life?


Application Questions:



Has anyone said to you, “That really gets to the heart



of the matter.” What did they mean? What does it take 


to get to the essence of a situation in a way that



makes the next steps clear? Hebrews 5:12 (NIV) also



describes God’s Word as “sharper than any double edged



sword.” Divide your class into groups of not more than



3 or 4 people. Have the groups read Hebrews 5:12,



Ephesians 6:17 and Isaiah 30: 21; 46: 9, 10; 55:10, 11. 



Their task will be to use these passages as the basis



of a skit about the Bible that could be used as a



sermon illustration about the effectiveness of God’s



Word. 










Consider This: As you think about the potential benefit



of allowing Scripture to guide in your life, why is it



so difficult to schedule time for personal devotional



time?


Witnessing
Think of a time when a passage of Scripture impacted a decision you had to make or in some other way had a direct influence leading to a positive, unexpected outcome. Plan to share that experience with a friend or neighbor in a way that would cause them to look at the Bible as a resource for valuable information. 

STEP 4-Apply!


Just for Teachers: In this fourth and final step of the



natural learning cycle, you will want to encourage

class members to make a life response to the lesson. Help them answer this question: “With God’s help, what can I do with what I have learned from this lesson?”
First Peter 2:22-25, NIV, uses two thought provoking phrases, “for you were like sheep going astray” (vs. 25) and “by His wounds you have been healed” (vs. 24). The Godhead created everything. When we turned our backs on our creator, God sent His Son to pay the price to turn us around. Given this short synopsis of our sordid history, why do we turn our backs on the owner’s  manual that makes possible an abundant future?



Schedule an hour during your most creative and

productive time of the day. Take your Bible, a tablet of paper and a pen or pencil to a quiet place. Ask God to help you visualize your normal weekly schedule to discern distractions that take you away from Him. Make two lists. First list those distractions (example: TV, computer games) on the left side of the paper. On the right side of the paper next to the distractions, write a promise from the Bible that will help you rearrange your priorities to allow time in God’s Word. Consider Lamentations 3:20-24. Keep this paper in the front of your Bible as a reminder of God’s willingness to redirect your life into a more intentional relationship with Him.

Consider This: Identify a person in your class that would function as an accountability partner. Ask that person to help you be more intentional about spending time in God’s Word and in prayer by calling you each week to ask two questions: “What did you learn about God from His Word this week?” and “With whom have you shared this new discovery?”



TE-2Q-2007-08-I Have to Teach Tomorrow . . .
Key Text: Romans 15:4
Teach the Class to:


Know: That we can be assured of salvation in Christ.



Feel: Experience confidence in the power of God to keep us from sin and temptation.



Do: Pray for the indwelling Spirit so that others may see the power of God in our lives.

Lesson Outline:

I. Our Hope in Christ (Rom. 3:26)
A. Does justification come at the moment we accept Christ or is it developed over time? Explain your answer.

B. What does the Bible mean when it says we were sealed by the Spirit (2 Cor. 1:22, Eph. 4:30)?
II. Christ Our Atonement (1 John 1:9)
A. Jesus died to make atonement for the sins of the whole world. What does this mean to an individual sinner?



B. In Christ we have forgiveness, victory over temptation, and freedom from guilt. What can this mean to our daily lives?


III.
Hope For the Future (Ps. 91:4)
A. What can it mean to the twenty-first century Christian that God has promised to be with us always.



B. What does the promise of God’s protection and provision mean to your class members?

Summary: Christ our hope gives us the assurance of salvation, and the promise of His presence in this life and for eternity. 





TE-2Q-2007-08-Learning Cycle
STEP 1-Motivate!



Just for Teachers: Step 1 of the natural learning cycle

links the learners’ experiences to the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: “Why is this lesson important to me?”


In Psalm 91:4, 14, the psalmist portrays God as ready 

to shelter and deliver those who call on Him. If you are, or have ever been, in a difficult situation without apparent avenues of escape, how might these verses keep you from despair? 


When you look in the Bible for stories of God’s


deliverance, how do you see hope becoming a reality?

STEP 2-Explore!



Just for Teachers: This step of the natural learning


cycle presents information learners can use to help


them better understand the lesson. Help your class


members answer this question: “What do I need to know


from God’s Word?


Bible Commentary

I. Communication of Hope: God’s Word



Arrange to have a class member who has experienced a miraculous rescue share that experience as an introduction to your class time.
Consider This: Read Genesis 1 together in class. Count



the times the words good or very good appear. After



God created the world, He said it was, “Very good!” 



Discuss what perfect harmony with God is like. Then



contrast that harmony with rebellion and its



consequences.



Compare and Contrast: Review what God has done



throughout history to provide hope and assurance.



Contrast this with the results of human efforts. What



keeps us from choosing what God offers? Since our



situation is beyond human repair, what do you think it

will take for us to learn to rely on the hope God offers?



II. The Hope In Which We Live


Consider This: Jesus said, “These things I have spoken



to you, that in Me you may have peace. In the world you



will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have



overcome the world” (John 16:33). How can you reconcile

the Savior’s words with the reality of the world in which we live? Wars, plots for destruction, super viruses and ineffective antibiotics, child abductions and murders might be some of the things you would include on a list to describe the condition of our society. How does Christ’s dialogue with His disciples in Matthew 24 give us hope?

 III. The Conclusion of Hope—Here and Now




Consider This: The disciples walked and talked with



Jesus. Although they did not believe He would die on



the cross, they found out His words were true and

trustworthy. His commission for them was very specific, “you shall be witnesses to Me” (Acts 1:8). They saw Him go into heaven in the same manner He will return. Then they followed the angels’ instruction to go and tell the world about their anticipation of that return (Acts 1:11). How can we reclaim this same perspective of hope?



Consider This: Paul’s admonition to the early



Christian believers was, “Be steadfast, immovable . . . 

knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Cor. 15:58, NASB). What about his personal experience lead him to have such confidence in Jesus Christ and the hope He offered? 



Consider This: Why does Paul call it “the blessed

hope” in Titus 2:13? How does this hope move from being a corporate expectation to a personal anticipation? 


IV. Hope Acted Out As A Life Priority



Consider This: What are false hopes based on? Have

someone who is willing share a personal experience with the class. What is the difference between false hope and hope soon to be realized? How certain is the hope of Jesus’ second coming? How would you explain the reality of that hope with someone who is skeptical? What personal experience could you share that might help them find faith?




Compare and Contrast: The very purpose of our

existence as “Adventists” rests in the knowledge of the imminent return of Christ. See Revelation 14:7-12. He has made a way of escape for us through His perfect work of redemption. This hope is unlike any other hope we could possibly have. It is the culmination of all we believe. In the hope of the second advent, our faith is vindicated. All humanity needs to share in the hope of the second coming. Its foundation rests in a totally reliable God. This hope is a life-or-death matter. Keeping hope alive in the second coming despite the cares and needs of this life demands our constant attention. Expressing this hope is the goal and motivation of our faith. As a class, list activities that would help keep the hope of Jesus’ return a priority of daily life.



Consider This: Read John 14:3. How do you react to the 

personal nature of Jesus’ plan to return and take you home? If you knew that He was coming next week, who would you tell and how would you tell them? 

STEP 3-Practice!



Just for Teachers: This step of the learning cycle will

assist you in helping your class members find the answer to the following question: “How can I practice the information I just learned?”

Thought Question:


❶
What does it mean to be reliable? Many people live

exemplary lives without having a personal relationship with Jesus. (Read Rom. 8:32, Col. 2:13, and 1 John 1:9.) Why is it important to have a reliable Savior when our human efforts can look so good?







Application Question:

In John 10:10, Jesus says, “I came that they might have life, and have it abundantly” (NASB). How does acceping God’s forgiveness make abundant, hopeful life possible? Put your name in this text in place of ‘they’. How has God given you a life of anticipation and purpose? If you are struggling with doubts about your acceptance with God, share this with a trusted friend. Invite that person to study the Bible with you, looking for texts about God’s gift of salvation. Also ask that person to pray that you will develop assurance in God.


Witnessing
Chances are, you know at least one neighbor, friend or work associate who is struggling with hopelessness and despair. Ask God to tune your hearing to recognize the Holy Spirit’s direction in guiding you to that person. Covenant with Him to be ready to share your testimony of hope with that person as He provides the setting and opportunity.
STEP 4-Apply!




Just for Teachers: In this fourth and final step of the

natural learning cycle, you will want to encourage class members to make a life response to the lesson. Help them answer this question: “With God’s help, what can I do with what I have learned from this lesson?”

Consider This: How would you paint a picture of



hope? What kind of musical piece could you compose



or structure could you build that would depict hope
to the world? (Read these texts together: Gen. 12:1-3, Ps. 130:7 and John 14:9.) How can we live these texts in such a way that makes hope a reality in the community where our church buildings exist and in the



neighborhoods where we live and work? As a class decide

on one activity or project that you will do together in the next month to be living, visible agents of hope.
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TE-2Q-2007-09-I Have to Teach Tomorrow . . .
Key Text: 3 John 1:2
Teach the Class to:
Know: That the body is The Lord’s Temple, and we are responsible for our good health.

Feel: That God is concerned about our health and wants us to live healthfully.




Do: Seek to be temperate in all things.

Lesson Outline:


I. Caring For Our Health  (1 Cor. 6:19, 20)
A. How does good health enable the Christian to be a more effective servant of The Lord?



II. Newness of Life (1 John 3:2)
A. In Christ we have newness of life. Explain how this includes temperance in all areas of life.



III. Healthy Bodies, Healthy Relationships (Matt. 4:23)
A. Why was healing the sick so important in the Lord’s earthly ministry?

B. Positive attitudes and thinking help to keep is good health. Show how it is also true that good health can have a positive affect on our attitudes and thinking.

Summary: “Beloved, I wish above all things that thou mayest prosper and be in health, even as thy soul prospereth” (3 John 2).





TE-2Q-2005-09-Learning Cycle
STEP 1-Motivate!


Just for Teachers: Step 1 of the natural learning cycle

links the learners’ experiences to the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: “Why is this lesson important to me?”


When Jesus walked on this earth, He went about

“healing every disease and sickness” (Matt. 4:23). Why are we still confronted with these challenges? What has been your experience with emotional uncertainty and illness? How do we maintain faith when faced with such profound hurt?



As a class, list those who are facing illness in

you congregation or its extended family. Decide what practical things you might do to minister to this suffering. 

STEP 2-Explore!

Just for Teachers: This step of the natural learning cycle presents information learners can use to help them better understand the lesson. Help your class members answer this question: “What do I need to know from God’s Word?


Bible Commentary






I. Rejoice—Always




Consider This: When a biblical author wants to



emphasize a concept, he uses repetition to highlight



it. Using a Bible concordance, discover how many times



Paul uses the word rejoice or rejoicing in the book of

Philippians. As a class look up those passages. What was Paul’s situation when he wrote this letter? (The SDA Bible Commentary is a good resource to find out more about the historical background for the writing of the books of the Bible.) How was Paul able to rejoice while in prison, separated from his church family?



Consider This: Read Philippians 4:4-9 out loud from as

many versions of the Bible that class members have with them. Paul asks the Philippians (and us) to “rejoice always” (vs. 4), “let your gentleness be known” (vs. 5), “be anxious for nothing” and “make your requests known to God” (vs. 6), “meditate on these things” (vs. 8) and “the things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do” (vs. 9). Discuss the results of following his directives.


II. Peace Beyond Comprehension




Consider This: In Philippians 4:8, Paul asks the

Philippian church members to think on certain things. What are those things? As a class, using your concordance, find Bible passages that give greater understanding of each concept (for example, things that are true, noble, etc.) What did you discover?




In Hebrews 12:2, Paul admonishes us “to fix our



eyes on Jesus” (NIV). In what ways are his directives



in Philippians 4:8 and Hebrews 12:2 similar? How does



Jesus embody all that is true, noble, just, pure,



lovely, of good report, virtuous and praiseworthy? 



Discuss how theese can become characteristics of your



life.



Compare and Contrast: In our world, there are many

institutions, belief systems and products that invite our trust. Find an example of one in a local newspaper, and share it with your class. How trustworthy are the things of this world? Read Philippians 2:1-11 and John 14:6; 17:3. Contrast what God offers us through Jesus Christ with what the world offers.




Bible Examples of Peace: Divide your class into two



groups (or do this as a group if you have a smaller



class). Ask one group to look for stories of people

who were peaceful in trying circumstances in the Old Testament. Have the other do the same in the New Testament. Call the class back together to share what they found. Discuss the principles in each story that made peace possible. Discuss how these stories impact the members of the class. Be prepared to spend time in prayer if personal challenges are expressed.

STEP 3-Practice!
Just for Teachers: This step of the learning cycle will assist you in helping your class members find the answer to the following question: “How can I practice the information I just learned?”
Consider This: As practical steps we can take to have a better quality life, eight natural remedies have been outlined below. Have the class think of them. As they do, list them on a flip chart or white board. Which ones were hardest to remember? See Ellen G. White, Ministry of Healing, p. 127.

The natural remedies: Exercise; Fresh Air; Sunshine; Rest; Self-control (temperance in all things); nutritious Food; Pure Water; Trust in God.


Thought Questions:

❶ Science is highly focused on health issues and the

consequences of life choices. What are some of the latest headlines you have seen regarding this? How do recent discoveries affirm or contradict biblical health principles?

❷ Discuss this statement: Our society is information

rich and application poor. What avenues do we have to information on better lifestyle practices? What hurdles or pressures keep us from applying healthy practices to our daily lives? 

❸ What are the benefits of positive lifestyle 

practices? Are there any drawbacks? As a class, recall some of the advertisements you have seen that encourage questionable health practices or fads. How might our positive health practices be a witness to our neighbors and work associates? 


Application Questions:


❶ If the class dynamic allows, take a poll to see how

well members incorporate the eight natural remedies into their daily lifestyle. Why is it more difficult to be consistent with some than with others? How can these barriers be overcome?

❷
If the remedies are a new concept to some class

members, how can you help them gain greater understanding without making them feel uncomfortable?



❸
Plan a worship service with your pastor that

incorporates the eight health principles. Consider using all the senses to remind your congregation of how these blessings can improve their lives. Examples: the children’s story could include an opportunity to taste a healthy food; banners could be made that list the eight principles, or a slide program could augment the pastor’s sermon.


Witnessing
How might your class take the discussion of the eight natural remedies from thought into positive action? Divide the class into groups (if your class is small, do this as a group). Assign each group two of the remedies. Ask them to build a course outline complete with illustrations and demonstrations in preparation for an evening health series. (Consider gathering information from previously developed series from your conference, AdventSource, etc.) Plan to share your series with your church in preparation for sharing it with your community. Assign dates for both series; for your church and for the community.

STEP 4-Apply!


Just for Teachers: In this fourth and final step of the natural learning cycle, you will want to encourage class members to make a life response to the lesson. Help them answer this question: “With God’s help, what can I do with what I have learned from this lesson?”
Consider This: The eight natural remedies are simple, practical tools toward an improved quality of life. As a class, decide which remedy you will first become more intentional about making part of your life. Covenant with each other to be accountability partners to encourage each other in this endeavor. (Suggestion: you might include five deep breaths as a part of the opening exercises for each class period or serve fresh water during every class.)




Consider This: New physical maladies seem to be

discovered every week, while our society has difficulty even discussing the emotional illnesses that are rampant in our world. (As a class, read Col. 1:20 and Rom. 6:4 together.) Discuss how the ministry of reconciliation and redemption in Jesus Christ addresses emotional health. How does complete trust in God help people to proactively deal with stressful, demanding lives? When is it a good idea to seek help from qualified Christian counselors?



TE-2Q-2007-10-I Have to Teach Tomorrow . . .
Key Text: John 10:10




Teach the Class to:
Know: That knowledge of God’s Word brings freedom and everlasting joy.

Feel: The desire to better understand the truth found in the Bible.





Do: Teach others to live according to God’s Word.

Lesson Outline:

I. Knowing God’s Word (John 8:32)
A. How can knowledge of the truth bring freedom and power over temptation?



B. How can knowledge of the truth bring joy?


II. Rejoicing in The Lord (1 John 1:4)
A. Have class members share specific promises that have brought them happiness.

B. What means has God given us to achieve joy even in a sinful world?


III.
Everlasting Joy (1 Thess. 5:16)
A. How does the world define happiness? Why is such happiness temporary and unstable?



B. Our happiness in Christ is based on the hope of heavenly things. What heavenly things bring you joy, and why?

Summary: “I will sing unto the Lord, because he hath dealt bountifully with me” (Ps. 13:6).





TE-2Q-2007-10-Learning Cycle
STEP 1—Motivate!


Just for Teachers: Motivate your class members to focus

on today’s lesson as essential for their everyday living. Begin from what is known and move toward what is to be learned. Be careful not to get side tracked by the enthusiasm or indifference of some members.

To be happy is everyone’s desire. Rich or poor, employed or unemployed, man, woman or child, literate or illiterate–we all seek happiness. In fact, if someone were to say that he or she does not want to be happy, but is content to be sad, miserable, or depressed, we would think of such a person as not being normal. Wanting to be happy, therefore, is a normal part of human life.




But there is a problem. How can one be happy? What

contributes to life’s happiness? Can one be happy by what one can achieve–education, a good job, a beautiful house, wealth, a loving family?  Encourage your class members to discuss this question.

STEP 2—Explore!

Just for Teachers: The Bible has much to say about happiness. The Bible is God’s Word on how humans can live happily on earth and on how they can receive the happiness of life eternal. As you explore biblical principles of happiness, encourage class members to participate by reading the texts, asking questions or making helpful comments.


Bible Commentary



I. Happiness and God as our Creator

We are not our own, but God’s.  We belong to God by creation (Gen. 1:26, 27) and by redemption (1 Cor. 6:19, 20). A sense of God’s ownership of us is perhaps the first step we need to take to be stripped of any self-delusion that we can find our own happiness. The Bible begins with God’s creating the world and ends with Him restoring it. In between is the story of life, its struggles, its temptations, and its possibility of victory when it falls in line with God’s expectations. Casting ourselves upon God as the One who saves us through Jesus opens the possibility of happiness. 

Consider Matthew 11:28: How does the biblical use of “eternal life” and “rest” have a bearing on human happiness?

Right relationships. The biblical concept of happiness demands that through Christ we be in right relationship with God (Rom. 5:1, 2) and with each other (Eph. 2:14-16). Hence the Psalmist’s joyful declaration: “What happiness for those whose guilt has been forgiven! What joys when sins are covered over! What relief for those who have confessed their sins and God has cleared their record” (Ps. 32:1, 2, TLB). 
Consider Philippians 1:18-21: What is the basis of Paul’s joy and happiness even in adverse circumstances? 

Neighbors. The command to love our neighbor is closely knit with the command to love our God (Matt. 22:37-39). Loving God and humans are two sides of the same redemptive coin that ensures our joy in Christ. Take away one, we destroy our basis of Christian happiness.

II. Happiness and Love. “The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the happiness of all created beings depended upon their perfect accord with its great principles of righteousness. God desires from all His creatures the service of love—homage that springs from an intelligent appreciation of His character.”—Ellen G. White, The Great Controversy, p. 493.

Love begins with God and embraces our fellow humans. The Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5-7), the Parables of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), and the final judgment (Matt. 25:31-46) show that Christian existence and happiness are inseparably tied to our unconditional love for God and our fellow humans.

Consider Luke 10:25-28: Why did Jesus say that loving God and our fellow humans is at the core of “eternal life” and leads to a life of happiness? How does God show His love toward us? How does He expect us to show our love toward Him?




Consider 1 John 5:16-19: Can we love God and at the

same time not love our fellow humans? Failure to love exposes a lack of confidence in ourselves, as well as reveals a life of fear and falsehood.

Family. By two pre-Fall institutions, God revealed two principles that contribute to human happiness. The Sabbath shows the need for rest and worship (Gen. 2:1-3). Marriage and family (Gen. 2:18-25) foster happiness between individuals based on mutual love, respect, stewardship, and dignity. Home is not a human institution where anything is permissible. It is a divine altar before which the entire family bows in worship to the Creator and in affirmation of love and service for each other. That altar is the sacred refuge where every family member can find true happiness.

Consider Ephesians 5:22-6:4: You may have this passage read by various class members. As they read, note the great principles that mark a happy Christian home.

STEP 3—Practice!



Just for Teachers: This step of the learning cycle will

assist you in helping your class members find the answer to the following question: “How can I practice the information I just learned?”


Thought Question

Job lived a righteous life (Job 1:1). He loved God and his family (Job 1:8), and had a confident hope in Christ’s second coming (Job 19:25-27). Yet his life was filled with sorrow. How do you explain why good people suffer and bad people prosper? Is it a matter of definition or a testing of one’s resolution?


Application Question:
JOY. When we are of service to others and to God, we

experience Christian happiness. Read John 5:11-13, and note how Jesus links God, others and us in that order, and how he defines Christian joy within that context. Under what circumstances might we miss out on this great principle?


Witnessing


Earlier, it was stated that true happiness is

inseparably tied to our unconditional love for God and our fellow humans. Discuss how such love for others is expressed through acts of service (Matt 25:31-40), and how these acts of service are effective witnessing tools.

STEP 4—Apply!







Just for Teachers: How can your class members apply the



principles of this lesson to their daily living?

1) A short temper is part of your daily struggle. Because of it, you get angry every now and then, and the end result is you are unhappy. What biblical promise can you claim to overcome your anger?

2) You are unhappy because you cannot meet the economic  needs of your family. What promises does the Bible have for you? “Let not your heart be troubled” said Jesus in his antidote to despair and grief (John 14:1-3). Jot down the comforting points Jesus conveys, and imagine friends and situations in which these principles will bring the needed help.

3) What lessons can we learn from the following children’s chorus:






“Happiness is to know the Saviour, 





Living a life within His favor





Having a change in my behavior 





Happiness is the Lord.”
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TE-2Q-2007-11-I Have to Teach Tomorrow . . .
Key Text: 2 Timothy 3:15
Teach the Class to:
Know: Bible principles can be supplied to everyday living.

Feel: The need to apply biblical guidelines to each aspect of life.

Do: share with others the importance of applying God’s Word to personal living.

Lesson Outline:


I. The Wisdom of the Bible (Deut. 4:6)
A. Bible principles give wisdom in making good moral decisions.

B. The wisdom found in the Bible must be applied in order to be useful.


II. To the Glory of God (Prov. 30:89)
A. The Bible gives guidelines for social interactions.

B. The Bible gives principles that will enable us to be more effective witnesses.


III. Saved to Serve (Rom. 12:8)

A. A leader should be humble in dealing with those under his authority.



B. Christ our leader came to serve.

Summary: The Bible contains instructions that can be applied to personal living. We show wisdom in applying biblical principles on a daily basis.





TE-2Q-2007-11-Learning Cycle
STEP 1—Motivate!
Just for Teachers: The Christian walk is a commitment that never ends, and without fulfilling that commitment, the Christian has nothing but failure. Lead your class to understand that they are not alone in their walk. There is help, and this help is in the Bible.

“Walk worthy of the calling with which you were called” (Eph. 4:1). The Christian walk is both a privilege and a responsibility. It is a privilege given to no one except to those who have accepted Jesus as their Lord and Saviour. It is a responsibility because it demands everything. Until we die or we see the Lord return, we are to walk in such a way that Jesus will not be ashamed of us. 



Where do we find the strength needed and the

promise to press on? This week’s lesson is a call to motivate your class members to accept the Word of God as the Psalmist did: as “a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Ps. 119:105). 
STEP 2—Explore!


Just for Teachers: How does the Bible provide

guidance and wisdom in our daily walk?  Our walk encompasses worship, family, workplace, spiritual growth, possessions, etc. Explore what the Bible says about  the mundane as well as the spiritual areas of life.


Bible Commentary

The Bible provides much counsel for the Christian’s daily walk. Out of their own experience and by the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, the biblical writers have provided us with words of wisdom that can carry us through the struggles of each day. In the Bible, we can explore the Christian walk in terms of its spiritual foundations and its demands on our daily choices. 


I. The Christian Walk: Its Spiritual Foundations
A. Ephesians 5 provides a summary of the spiritual foundations of the Christian walk. Paul has already described how Christians are saved from sin, how they are brought into one redeemed community. But being saved in Christ must be reflected in our walk with Christ. Paul provides three duties of this walk.

B. Walk in love (Eph. 5:2). The Bible is a love story, the love God has for us and the love He wants us to have for Him and our fellow humans. We are to love as Christ loved us.

Consider This: Christ’s love is: selfless (Rom. 5:8); sacrificial (Eph. 5:2); clean and holy (Eph. 5:2-7). What other characteristics of Christ’s love can you think of? How can you reflect these characteristics in your life?

C. Walk in light (Eph. 5:8-14). The gospel is essentially a movement from the darkness of sin to the light of salvation, from the darkness of alienation to the light of Christian fellowship.




Consider Ephesians 5:9-14: Make two columns. In one,

list how Paul defines walking in the light; in the other, list how defines walking in darkness. What is

meant by the fruit of the Spirit and the works of darkness?


II. The Christian Walk: Its Daily Choices



The Christian walk is a matter of daily choices. Hence the Psalmist prayed: “Teach us to number our days, that we may gain a heart of wisdom” (Ps. 90:12). In the Scriptures we find God’s unerring guidance as to what we should do. It is God’s will that our choices follow His will for our lives. But how we do we find His will for us in particular situations such as, whom should I marry? should I get into this business? should I choose that career? First, we can find from the Scriptures whether what we choose will be acceptable to the provisions God made for us in His Word. Second, we can seek the Lord’s will through an active prayer life. Take your request earnestly before God and await His guidance.  The study of God’s Word combined with earnest prayer is a potent source of power for both choosing and enabling our daily walk.




Consider Jesus’ struggle with Satan in the wilderness.
What helped Him overcome the devil. What prepared Him for the tasks ahead of Him? Reflect on Matthew 4:1-11.

STEP 3—Practice!
Just for Teachers: Let your class members answer the following questions in light of what we have just learned.

Thought Question:

Jesus grew up in Nazareth in an environment hardly conducive for upright living (John 1:46). What enabled Him to make right choices so that He never wavered from God’s will? What role did God’s Word play in His life? (See Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 70.)


Application Questions:



Have three class members read the following texts: 



Psalm 37:11; 119:11; 2 Timothy 3:16, 17.

❶
Encourage as many members as possible to narrate

their personal experience as to how they have found these passages helpful in their daily experience. 

❷
Ask members to apply principles found in these

verses in the following situations: (A) John is an accountant. It’s time to produce the annual statement. The company boss puts pressure on him to adjust the figures to show a larger profit than what the company has made. How can these help him? (B) Jill is an attractive person, a faithful Christian, a loyal wife and mother. She is now in her middle-age. The children have gone to boarding schools; and her husband travels a great deal. One day she is tempted to compromise her morality. How can the Bible and prayer come help her?

❸
Think on this: “The only thing in our world upon

which we can rely is the word of God. . . . Even in this life it is not for our good to depart from the will of our Father in heaven. When we learn the power of His word, we shall not follow the suggestions of Satan in order to obtain food or to save our lives. Our only questions will be, What is God's command? and what His promise? Knowing these, we shall obey the one, and trust the other.”—Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 121. 


Witnessing  

Consider Jesus prayer in John 17:17-19: “Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the truth” (John 17:17-19). How are holy living, the Bible as truth, and witnessing for Jesus linked together? Can you be a witness if one of these elements is missing? If not, why not?

STEP 4—Apply!



Just for Teachers: The Bible provides God’s wisdom and 

guidance to help us daily walk in His way. Encourage your class members to share how the Bible has guided them in the following:

I. Choosing a life partner

II. Deciding on the purchase or building of a house

III. Relating to a difficult neighbor or church member

IV. Writing a will or deciding on how to dispose of property


.Other similar situations


TE-2Q-2007-12-I Have to Teach Tomorrow . . .
Key Text: 2 Peter 3:18  

Teach the Class to:


Know: That spiritual growth is an ongoing process.



Feel: The need to grow in faith daily.



Do: Exercise faith and seek opportunities for spiritual growth.

Lesson Outline:




I. New Life in Christ (Ps. 51:10)
A. A life surrendered to Christ becomes transformed to reveal His character. How does the Bible describe His character?

B. How is spiritual growth defined by Galatians 5:16-26? Discuss how each fruit of the Spirit can assist a person in specific instances.


II. Spiritual Growth Produces Faith (Rom. 10:17)
A. Why is it crucial to seek opportunities for spiritual growth?

B. How does remembering ways in which Christ has led us in the past help us to live by faith today?


III.
True Love Comes Through the Indwelling Spirit (Zech. 4:6)
A. What is the only way possible to love even those who do not love us in return?

B. Define true love. How is this a reflection of God’s Character?

C. At what point does the Holy Spirit come into the heart of a new believer?

Summary: The indwelling Spirit of God brings about a change in the life of a new believer. The new Christian’s faith is strengthened by nurture and spiritual growth.



TE-2Q-2007-12-Learning Cycle
STEP 1—Motivate!

Just for Teachers: Christian growth is one of the great themes of the Bible. Lead the students to discover why growth is so important, and what the Bible offers to help us grow.

A seed germinates, and the appearance of those first two leaves makes the gardener happy. A baby is born and with its first cries, the mother forgets her pain and joins the rest of the family in celebration. But imagine: those two leaves wither away; a year later the baby cannot take its first step.



Without growth, life has no meaning or purpose.

This is so in spiritual life as well. What then is spiritual growth; and what does the Bible says about it?

STEP 2—Explore!


Just for Teachers: “Desire the pure milk of the word,

that you may grow thereby (1 Pet. 2:2). This and other Scriptural passages indicate the need for spiritual growth and the role the Bible plays in that growth. Lead the class members to explore the nature of both.


Bible Commentary

To grow is a necessary part of both physical and spiritual life. Without growth life loses its meaning. What does the Bible say about growth and what are the hallmarks of spiritual growth?


I. Spiritual Life and Growth: the Biblical Concept
The Christian life begins with the death of Christ which frees us from the dominion of Satan (Col. 1:13, 14), the condemnation of sin (Rom. 8:1), and the penally of sin (Rom. 6:23). Christ’s death makes our new birth possible (Rom. 6:1-4). The uniqueness of God’s gift was not that He gave His Son, but that He gave Him to die for our sins (John 3:16). Without the cross there could be no forgiveness from sins, no eternal life, and no new birth.

New birth owes nothing to the will or the power of



the human being. We are born again simply by accepting

what God has made possible through Christ, and letting the Holy Spirit transform the old self into a new creation (Col. 3:9, 10). “The Christian's life is not a modification or improvement of the old, but a transformation of nature. There is a death to self and sin, and a new life altogether. This change can be brought about only by the effectual working of the Holy Spirit” Ellen G. White, The Desire of Ages, p. 172.

Christian growth is a daily death to sin and

living for righteousness (Gal. 5:19-23). Paul lays down the basic principle: “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new” (2 Cor. 5:17, 18). We are a new creation because self is no longer our master, but Christ. We are a new creation because we now reject old ways of thought, action and relationship and accept God’s will and way; it is also new in that there emerges a reconciled and redeemed relationship, freed from sin in order to grow in righteousness (Rom. 8:1-16), and reflect Jesus’ “from glory to glory” (2 Cor. 3:17, 18).
Consider the role of the Bible in each of the following:
1) Revealing our sins and convicting us that we are sinners: 2 Tim. 3:16, 17; Rom. 15:4; 1 John 3:4.

2) Giving us the message of salvation: John 17:17, John 5:39.

3)Pointing us the way to grow and mature: Acts 17:11; Ps. 119:11; Heb. 5:12, 13; John 14:26; 2 Tim. 3:15.

II.  Biblical Hallmarks of Spiritual Growth:

• Growth in faith (Ps. 25:4).  Faith has three parts: (1) believing in a set of doctrines, (2) believing in Jesus as our Saviour, and (3) following His will and way. The first is intellectual, and the other two are life-changing, involving surrender to Jesus (Phil. 4:13). All three parts of faith are important for spiritual growth. Although without the second and third, the first is empty.

• Growth in love (1 John 3:14; 4:7, 8, 16). The love factor in Christian growth is unique to the gospel. Jesus called it the new commandment (John 13:34). However, the newness does not refer to love, but to the object of love. People love, but they love the lovable. Jesus, however, introduced a new factor: “Just as I have loved you, you should also love one another” (John 15:13). Jesus’ love is universal, sacrificial, and complete. His loves to the undeserving. That is how our love should then be. To love others that way is to grow spiritually.

• Growth in the study of God’s Word (2 Tim. 3:16, 17). Food is essential for physical growth. In spiritual growth, our nutrition is found in the study of God’s Word and in  prayer. Jesus showed the importance of God’s Word in spiritual growth by His reliance on it when He defeated Satan in the wilderness (Matt. 4:4).



• Growth in prayer (Eph. 6:18). If God’s Word is the bread that nourishes our soul, prayer is the breath that keeps our soul alive. Jesus’ prayer of Gethsemane gave Him strength to walk the way of the cross and prepared Him for the victory of Easter morning. Without prayer, “you cannot maintain a Christian walk. It elevates, strengthens, and ennobles; it is the soul talking with God.”—Ellen G. White, Testimonies for the Church, vol. 2, p. 313.

• Growth in worship, witness and service (Acts 2:42-47; 5:41, 42; 6:7). Christian growth and maturity is not possible without active participation in worship and fellowship, in witness and service. The Christian life is lived in neither a vacuum nor a refrigerator, but in a dynamic relationship whereby a believer is moved from worship to fellowship and  service until the entire community sees Jesus reflected in the believer’s life (Heb. 10:24, 25; Phil. 3:12-14).




Consider This: Ask your class members to add other



marks of spiritual growth that the Bible God points to.

STEP 3—Practice!



Just for Teachers: The Bible has much to say about



spiritual growth. Probe your class members as to how



they may put these teachings into practice.


Thought Question:




Ask class members what the following quotation means to

them? Have them discuss the texts in the quote by commenting on how the texts apply to their lives.




“The change of heart by which we become children

of God is in the Bible spoken of as birth. Again, it is compared to the germination of the good seed sown by the husbandman. In like manner those who are just converted to Christ are, ‘as new-born babes,’ to ‘grow up’ to the stature of men and women in Christ Jesus. 1 Peter 2:2; Ephesians 4:15. Or like the good seed sown in the field, they are to grow up and bring forth fruit. Isaiah says that they shall ‘be called trees of righteousness, the planting of the Lord, that He might be glorified.’ Isaiah 61:3."—Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ, p. 67.


Witnessing

Have one of the members read Matthew 20:25-28. Then have the class briefly discuss how growth is linked to service.

STEP 4-Apply!



Just for Teachers: Ask your members how they can apply

the principles learned in this lesson to their personal lives.

Consider This:  Ask class members what the statement below means in terms of their understanding the connection between spiritual growth and the Bible. You may suggest the following:

1) List biblical verses that support the idea of God’s matchless gift of His Son.

2) What support does the Bible give for breathing God’s grace daily and growing in it?

3) Spiritual growth demands that we die daily to self. List how this became a reality this week.

4) Spiritual growth means we grow in Christ daily. How did this happen yesterday?

5) Review the hallmarks of growth that were discussed in the commentary section. Ask class members to choose one and discuss how they can apply it to their experience.

“In the matchless gift of His Son, God has encircled the whole world with an atmosphere of grace as real as the air which circulates around the globe. All who choose to breathe this life-giving atmosphere will live and grow up to the stature of men and women in Christ Jesus.”—Ellen G. White, Steps to Christ, p. 68.





TE-2Q-2007-13-I Have to Teach Tomorrow . . .
Key Text: Deuteronomy 6:1, 2 

Teach the Class to:
Know: That the word of the Lord is applicable in each generation.




Feel: Assured that God’s Word will never fail.




Do: What it takes to remember the promises of God 
and share them with others.

Lesson Outline:

I. Salvation to All Generations (Ps. 33:11)
A. Discuss ways in which God’s word is still relevant for Christians today.

B. Consider the news headlines of the past week. How can the Bible bring inner peace and the knowledge of the truth for the present time despite all the turmoil?



C. God does not change. How can that truth make a difference in today’s world?


II. Precious Promises (2 Pet. 1:4)
A. God has revealed His promises of salvation through His Word. Which promises mean the most to your class members, and why?

B. Which promises can apply to specific areas of life?


III.
Enduring Promises (Isa. 40:8)
A. Why are all of God’s promises appropriate for all generations?

B. What do you think God’s promises will mean to us once we are with Him in heaven?

Summary: God’s Word is from everlasting to everlasting. It will endure through all generations. We can be assured that whatever the Lord has said in His Word, He is also able to accomplish.



TE-2Q-2007-13-Learning Cycle
STEP 1-Motivate!


Just for Teachers: As you study the last lesson  on

the Word of God, help your class members to focus on the eternal relevance of the Bible to one’s life.


“My conscience is subject to the Word of God.” So said

Martin Luther in his defense against accusations that he was preaching heresy and rebelling against the Catholic church. His teachings were under attack. His life was at peril. But the great Reformer found his faith and his future secure in God’s Word. He not only stood firm in preaching the good news of God’s salvation as found in the Bible, but he translated the Bible for the first time in German and made it available to common people. When people read the Word for themselves, they were amazed at its relevance for their lives. The world would never be the same again.

Consider This: Ask your class members: Of all the books written in the world, why is the Bible, whose first book was written some 4000 years ago, still relevant today? 

STEP 2-Explore!



Just for Teachers: This lesson is both a review of what

we have studied thus far and a challenge to reaffirm the Bible’s importance in our spiritual lives. Explore with the class members why the Bible is so enduring.

Bible Commentary
Life exists in relationship: parent and child, husband and wife, brother and sister, friend and friend, etc. Relationship is sustained through communication and conversation. How long would a relationship between husband and wife remain fruitful if they don’t talk or write to each other, and they hardly take time to be in each other’s company?  



Likewise, Christian life also demands that we

maintain our relationship with God through faithful communication.  We speak to God through prayer and praise, singing and worship. God speaks to us through many ways, but the most immediate way is through the Scriptures. We hear His voice, we receive His counsel, we learn of His plan whenever we read the Bible. “Open my eyes that I may see wondrous things from Your law” (Ps. 119:18) is a prayer we can all pray.


I. What the Bible Is
Although the Bible’s 66 books were written by some forty men over a period of 16 centuries, it stakes its eternal worth on the basis that it is the revealed Word of God. “All Scripture is given by inspiration of God,” says the apostle (2 Tim. 3:16).  The Greek word for “inspiration” literally means “breathed-out”—as if to suggest that the Scriptures are God’s breath, and the Bible has the origin in the mind of God. “The creative energy that called the worlds into existence is in the word of God. This word imparts power; it begets life.”—Ellen G. White, Education, p. 126.




Consider these passages: 2 Pet. 1:19-21; Matt. 4:1-11;



Rom. 15:4.  What do these passages say about the divine



origin of the Bible?

II. Why the Bible Endures and Remains Relevant
“The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God stands forever" (Isa. 40:8). Peter agrees with Isaiah in affirming the relevance of Scripture (1 Pet. 1:23-25). Jesus adds: “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no means pass away” (Matt. 24:35; see also Matt. 5:18). It cannot be otherwise, because the Word is of God; as God is ever relevant and ever needed to make our life complete, so is His Word.  Consider what the Bible means to our every day living.




Without the Bible, our understanding of God would

be incomplete and limited. “In the beginning God . . .” (Gen. 1:1). The Bible directs us to God as the ultimate reality, the cause and designer of all life. The Bible shows that His activities have structure, purpose, and order. In saying that “God is love” (1 John 4:8) and that “God so loved the world” (1 John 3:16), the Bible presents Him as intimate, warm, personal, and intensely interested in our life and in our salvation. Other religious and philosophic systems may say that God is some distant, impersonal, absolute force or idea or a principle. But the Bible presents God as our creator–One who loves, cares, and saves (John 1:1-3, 14).
Without the Bible, we would not know who we are.


The Bible tells us that we are created by God in

His own image (Gen. 1:26, 27). We are not a cosmic accident or some evolutionary arrangement. Rather, we are God’s “workmanship” (Eph. 2:10). Says the Psalmist: “Know that the Lord, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture” (Ps. 100:3). Further, the Bible tells us that because we have been enslaved to sin (Rom. 3:23), we are subject to death (Rom. 5:12;  6:23), but that we are not left helpless. God through His incarnate Son Jesus, has reconciled us to Himself (2 Cor. 5:19), redeemed us from the curse of sin (Rom. 5:8, 9; Gal. 4:4-6; Eph. 2:7,8), made us His sons and daughters (Rom. 8:14), and given us hope for a place in His eternal kingdom (Isa. 65:17; Rev. 21:1-4; John 14:1-3). Thus the Bible provides enduring and satisfying answers to humanity’s persistent questions: Who am I? What am I doing here? Where am I going?




Without the Bible, we would not know about Jesus.

The Bible is Jesus’ book. He authored it (John 1:1-3, 14; 2 Tim. 3:16, 17). He lived by it (Matt. 4:1-11, 5:17); and His life is a fulfillment of its promises (John 5:46, 47; 7:16; 12:49, 50). The gospel of salvation that He brought to this world, the cross by which He made salvation possible, and the promise of eternal life He offers are known to us only through God’s Word (Gen. 3:15, Isa. 53:4-6, Phil. 2:6-8, Eph. 1:18-23, John 20:31).

Exchanging light for our darkness, strength for



our weakness, courage  for our faintheartedness,

comfort for our sorrows, and hope for our despair, the Bible stands as God’s great guide to human beings.




Consider this: The theme of this quarter’s study was:

“Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path” (Ps. 119:05). Ask your class members to mention other areas of life, especially spiritual life, about which we would be ignorant if it were not for the Bible. Example: The Holy Spirit and its work, our spiritual gifts and responsibilities, etc.

STEP 3—Practice!


Just for Teachers: Knowing the Word is not enough. Lead

your 
class members to find out how what has been learned in this lesson can be practiced in life.


Thought Question:
❶ With your class members, review the story of Jonah. Two times the Word of the Lord came to him (Jon. 1:1; 3:1). Both times, the message was the same, but the results were different because Jonah’s response was different. What does this show about the need to obey God’s Word?


Application Questions

❶ Jesus charged the religious leaders, “You are mistaken, not knowing the Scriptures nor the power of God” (Matt. 22:29). Ask your class: How do you relate the power of God and the Word of God? (Refer to Ps. 33:5-9, Rom. 1:16.)

❷ The Bible is called the Word of God. Jesus is also known as the Word (John 1:1-3). In what sense can you apply the term “Word” to the Bible and to Jesus? What does this mean to your daily life?


Witnessing:
“So shall My word be that goes forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void” (Isa. 55:11). Ask the class to compare this promise to the great commission of Matthew 28:19-20, and to share how this promise is an encouragement to witnessing.

STEP 4—Apply!



Just for Teachers: Encourage your class members to



respond to the lessons learned during this quarter.



What difference would it make in one’s life?

The Word of God is compared to food (see Jer. 15:16, Deut. 8:3, Matt. 4:4). What are some of the things you need to do to eat the Word of God, digest, and assimilate it in your system?  
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